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M E M O R A N D U M  

DATE: August 7, 2014 

TO: Ricky Caperton, Project Planner, Placeworks 

FROM: E. Timothy Jones, M.A., RPA, Senior Cultural Resources Manager 

Tim Lacy, Principal Wildlife Biologist 

SUBJECT: Supplemental Cultural and Biological Resources Impacts Analysis for the Valhalla 

Project IES/MND, Sausalito, Marin County 

 

LSA Associates, Inc. (LSA) has reviewed the proposed Valhalla Project revisions for the Supplement 

to the Final IES/MND to assess potential impacts to cultural and biological resources. This 

supplemental analysis was conducted to determine if additional or revised mitigation measures are 

necessary to reduce or avoid potentially significant impacts to cultural or biological resources from 

project revisions. Revisions to the project include the addition of a public beach access ramp at the 

end of Main Street, rebuilding of the Main Street boardwalk including the removal of the existing 

piers and replacement with new concrete footings and piers, and replacement of the decking on the 

Bridgeway boardwalk (no structural work is expected). 

  

 

CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Based on a review of the project description and revised project plans, LSA cultural resources staff do 

not anticipate that the revised project would result in changes to the impact conclusions in the Final 

IES/MND. As discussed on pages 4-33 and 4-34 of the Final IES/MND, if project actions follow the 

Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation (Standards), then the impact of those actions 

on the subject historical resource is considered, by definition (cf. CEQA Guidelines §15126.4(b)(1)), 

as mitigated below a level of significance. The proposed project revisions comply with the relevant 

Standards as they (1) would not require changes to the Valhalla building’s distinctive materials, 

features, spaces, and spatial relationships; (2) are consistent with historical uses of the property; and 

(3) would be undertaken in such a manner that, if removed in the future, the essential form and 

integrity of the historic building and its environment would be unimpaired. Potential impacts to 

historical resources (the Valhalla building), therefore, remain less than significant. 

 

Ground disturbance may occur as a result of the new beach access construction, which has a potential 

to impact subsurface cultural resources, including prehistoric archaeological deposits and 

paleontolgoical resources (fossils). As described on pages 4-34 through 4-37 of the Final IES/MND, 

impacts from project ground disturbance are within the scope of the mitigation required by Mitigation 

Measures CULT-1, CULT-2, and CULT-3. The measures will reduce any potential impacts to a less-

than-significant level, and no additional mitigation measures or revisions to the existing mitigation 

measures are warranted for the proposed project revisions. 
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

After reviewing the proposed changes and supporting documentation and plan sheets, we have 

concluded that the existing mitigation measures are sufficient to cover the impacts associated with the 

revised project. Although the existing mitigation measures are applicable to the revised impacts, the 

impact discussions have changed somewhat to account for the revised project elements. Primarily, 

construction of the ramp at the end of Main Street and the rebuilding of the Main Street boardwalk 

will result in incrementally greater impacts to the habitat and jurisdictional areas of the project site. In 

addition, the replacement of the decking on the Bridgeway boardwalk is likely to be subject to 

regulation under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act and will require a permit from the Corps 

prior to initiation of the work. Please see the revised IES/MND section for the additional text.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact Tim Lacy (tim.lacy@lsa-assoc.com) or me (tim.jones@lsa-

assoc.com) at 510-236-6810 if you have questions regarding the conclusions presented in this 

memorandum. Thank you. 

 

 

Enclosures:  Biological Resources Section of the Revised IES/MND;  

 Cultural Resources Section of the Revised IES/MND 
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