
Minutes of the Meeting of the 
Sausalito Public Library Board of Trustees 

Friends Bookstore 
September 8, 2015 

 
 
The meeting was called to order at 4:05 p.m. by Chair Diane Brockob. Trustees Dale Barnes, Elizabeth 
Terplan, Don Means, and Judianne Eynon were present.  
 
Invite Public Comments 
There were no public comments. 
 
Minutes 
The minutes of the July 14, 2015 regular meeting were approved unanimously. 
 
Librarian’s Report 
Chambers reported the following: 

• The Library’s new Library Assistant II, Rebecca Burgan, began work on Tuesday, September 1st. 
• A staff member reported seeing a flea on the mezzanine of the Library.  Chambers is currently 

working with the Department of Public Works (DPW) to evaluate the extent of the problem and 
what to do about it. 

• Plans are underway for a new Library e-newsletter using the MailChimp platform. 
• Erin Wilson’s 2015 children’s Summer Reading Program (SRP) was another success, with 779 

children and 530 adults attending summer programs and 135 children participating in the 
Summer Reading Challenge. 

• We have moved the Wednesday toddler story times to the Edgewater Room in order not to risk 
getting food stains on the new carpet in the City Hall Council Chambers. 

• The elevator in the building is old and has been requiring a lot of attention from DPW and Star 
Elevator lately.  DPW plans to replace the elevator within the next couple of years. 

• We have a busy slate of adult programs in the fall of 2015. 
 

Library Budget Reports 
Chambers distributed two budget reports from the City of Sausalito accounting system. One showed July 
and August expenditures within the Library’s various line items. The other showed budgeted amounts 
and summary expenditures to date in the Library accounts for the fiscal year 2016.  
 
Council Buddies  
There were no reports. 

 
Signage Update 
Chambers reported that work is underway with Victoria Colella on signs for the Library’s children’s 
collections. Chambers expects mock ups and an estimate soon. 
 
Revisiting the Library’s Primary Book Vendor 
Chambers reported that Library staff has been concerned about the quality of bibliographic records that 
are being obtained from the Library’s primary book vendor, Brodart. Chambers and Assistant City 



Librarian Augie Webb are working with Brodart and another vendor, Baker & Taylor, to assess the 
Library’s options for improving the quality of the records.  Chambers will provide an update at a future 
Trustees meeting. 
 
Preliminary ADA Report 
Chambers briefed the Trustees on a preliminary report on the Library’s Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) deficiencies.  The report was developed by GPPA Architects and will be part of a larger ADA 
Transition Plan that is being created for the City of Sausalito.  Deficiencies identified include book stacks 
that are too close together, narrow entry doors, and a non-conforming handrail on the stairs to the 
mezzanine. 

 
Long-Range Planning Study 
Chambers reported that he has received consulting proposals from OrangeBoy Inc. and Group 4 
Architecture to conduct strategic planning focused on the future of the Library’s services and space 
needs. Chambers reviewed the proposals with the Trustees and discussed a third option, which is to do 
the planning in house, possibly with outside assistance on specific components of the planning.  
Chambers feels that, unless the Sausalito City Council formally prioritizes a remodel of City Hall as a 
whole, it does not make sense at this time to dedicate time and money toward identifying changes to 
the Library that would require an expansion of its physical footprint.  He is also concerned that 
OrangeBoy’s costly, data-driven model may have limited use given Sausalito’s relatively small 
population.   
 
Chambers believes that the Library’s good standing in the community, combined with his sense of what 
can be done with the existing space, puts us in a good position to move toward a “remodel 2” that will 
bring the Library into ADA compliance and meet the Library’s most pressing space needs.  The Trustees 
directed Chambers to discuss his ideas with John McCoy, the architect for the Library’s 2012 remodel 
project, to get a sense of feasibility and potential cost.  The Trustees also recommended a “wait and 
see” approach toward a consultant and the larger question of whether momentum would develop for a 
City Hall remodel (perhaps due to additional expensive ADA repairs required for City Hall). 

 
Other Business 
There was no other business. 
 
Future Agenda Items 

• Long-range Library planning study 
• Signage update 
• Library book vendor 

 
Next regular meeting – October 13, 2015 at 4:00 p.m . 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Abbot Chambers, City Librarian 
 
 

 


