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Business Advisory Committee Meeting 
Thursday February 18, 2016 

8:00 am 
City Council Conference Room 

City Hall at 420 Litho Street 
Draft Minutes 

 
 
1. Call to Order 
Chair – Bruce Huff (BAC Appointee) Tom Gangitano (Chamber Rep)* 
Martha Carvalho (Council Appointee) Cheryl Popp (Chamber Rep) 
Christene Scarpino (Council Appointee)* Chris Gallagher (BAC Appointee) 
Aaron Singer (Chamber Appointee)  Vacant Seat (BAC Appointee) 
Vacant Seat (Council Appointee)  
 
Jill Hoffman (City Council Liaison)* 
Ray Withy (City Council Liaison) 
 
*Member Absent 
 
City Staff – Danny Castro – Community Development Director 
Melanie Purcell – Administrative Services Director 
 

 
2. Public Comment on Items Not on Agenda 

None 
 
3.  Approval of Minutes from January 21, 2016 

No corrections noted.  Cheryl made a motion to accept the minutes.  Bruce seconded.  
All were in favor.  Motion passed. 
 

4. Update on Formula Retail- Danny Castro, Community Development Director 
Danny Castro addressed the conditional use permit process.  He explained they are 
researching other cities that are of similar nature throughout CA and the US.  
Healdsburg was not on the list, but Aaron suggested that it should be included.  They 
are still compiling the data, validating, vetting and analyzing it – thus the reason it has 
been released yet.  The next step is to hold some community forums and surveys.  He 
is still exploring options on how to get feedback.  Lots of discussion ensued about this 
topic and how it could be addressed.  Sam Jabbar from Sausalito Jewelers who was 
present offered some feedback from his perspective.  Danny also informed everyone 
that the 7 Seas building had been purchased and the owner will be making an 
application for businesses to go on the ground floor.  Cheryl offered to reach out to 
the owner and ask if he would be willing to meet with the BAC. 
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5. Request for Donation to the Marin Economic Forum  
Bruce is working with Lily to get this on the next agenda for the City Council 
meeting.  Hopefully the March 8th meeting.  
 

6. Nominating: Vacant Seats (BAC Appointee, Council Appointee) 
Two names had been submitted as being interested in the BAC committee.  Maya 
Markowitz had indicated she could not attend day time meetings.  Bruce will confirm 
with Lily to see if that is accurate.  CJ Spady submitted an application.  It was agreed 
CJ should be invited to the next meeting.  There was no update as to the Chamber rep.  
Aaron will be discussing it at the Executive Committee of the Chamber today.  
 

7. Downtown Retail/Hospitality Marketing Strategy/Progress Report – no report. 
 
 

8. Mooring Field Update 
Chris requested this item be removed from future agendas.  Will report on update as 
necessary. 
 

9. Council Liaison Updates 
a. Bicycle Management Plan – Ray reported that Chief Rohrbacher will be 

making a presentation at the March 8th City Council meeting on the bicycle 
strategy for this year.  Also to be covered is the role of the Ambassadors and 
the responsibilities of the ferry company to get everyone loaded in a timely 
manner.  Also on that agenda will be the Dunphy Park plan update. 

 
b. Formula Retail – Discussed under item 4 

 
c.  Other – Ray Withy mentioned that the formula retail issue is part of a bigger 

one.  He informed the group a task force made up of 2 council members 
(Hoffman & Withy) a Planning Commissioner (Werner) and HLB member 
(McCoy) has been formed to define the scope &decide on how the general 
plan update should be handled and what should be included.  This group will 
also be looking to the BAC for recommendations.  One of the first things that 
has been suggested is the circulation plan.  The next meeting of this group will 
be in mid-March.  Ray also mentioned the budget process has begun. 

 
10. BAC member Update 

Cheryl reported that the tourist initiative group which hoped to get an item on the 
ballot in November did not get enough signatures.  However, this group is not giving 
up.  Cheryl strongly encouraged the BAC to stay on top of this and continue to inform 
the public as much as possible so the correct information is distributed.  It was 
suggested that this should be an overall Tourism Management Strategy.  Ray 
emphasized the BAC should stay alert as to how they will integrate not only into this, 
but the General Plan overall. 
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Bruce gave an update on the theater.  He informed he has been in discussion with 2 
parties and if all goes well it looks as though the theater component of the building 
will stay intake. More to come.  
 

11. Future Agenda Items - none 
 
11.  Adjournment – 9:30 am. 

 
 

 
 

 


