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separately; rooming and boarding houses, which are included under "Multi-Family Dwellings"; or 
the rental of an entire residence for one week or longer. 
 
Building. A roofed structure built for the support, shelter, or enclosure of persons, animals, or 
property of any kind. When the parts of a structure are joined only by a breezeway, each such 
part is a separate building. For the purposes of this Title, "building" includes permanent tents 
and floating structures other than navigable craft docked or moored pending their use for 
movement of people or goods. 
 
Building Height. The height of a building as defined in Section 10.40.060.B.1 (Standard 
Building Height). 
 
Building, main. A building within which is conducted the principal use on the parcel. Where a 
use involves more than one building designed or used for the primary purpose, as in the case of 
dwelling groups or a group of commercial or industrial buildings, each such building on the 
parcel shall be considered a main, principal, or primary building. 
 
Building Material Stores. Primarily indoor retail establishments selling lumber and other large 
building materials, and also including paint, wallpaper, glass, fixtures, nursery stock, lawn and 
garden supplies (which may also be sold in hardware stores, included under the definition of 
"Retail Stores, General Merchandise"). Includes all such stores selling to the general public, 
even if contractor sales account for a larger proportion of total sales. Also includes incidental 
retail ready-mix concrete operations. Establishments primarily selling electrical, plumbing, 
heating, and air conditioning equipment and supplies are classified in "Wholesaling and 
Distribution" (SIC: Group 52). 
 
Bulk Reverse Vending Machine. Reverse vending machine that occupies an area larger than 
50 square feet; is designed to accept more than one container at a time; and will pay by weight 
instead of by container. 
 
Business Support Services. Establishments primarily within buildings, providing other 
businesses with services including maintenance, repair and service, testing, rental, etc., also 
includes: 
 
Addressing and mailing service 
Blueprinting 

Business equipment repair services (except vehicle repair, see "Repair and 
Maintenance   Vehicle

Business supplies 
Commercial art and design 

(production) 
Computer-related service (rental, 

repair, maintenance) 
Equipment rental businesses 

within buildings 
Exterminators 

Film processing laboratories 
Janitorial services 
Mail advertising services 

(reproduction and shipping) 
Photocopying 
Photofinishing 
Protective services (other than 

office related) 

Research and development 
laboratories 

Soils and materials testing 
laboratories 

Stenographic services 
Window cleaning 
(SIC: Groups 73, 87) 

 
Catering, Retail.  A business that prepares, delivers and serves food for consumption at offsite 
locations.   
 
Certified Mobile Home. Mobile homes that are certified under the National Mobile Home 
Construction and Safety Act of 1974 (42 USC Section 5401, et seq.) 
 
Child Day Care Centers. A commercial or non-profit facility that does not meet the definition of 
“Child Day Care, Large and Small Family Day Care Homes” and that provides care, protection 
and supervision of minor children for periods of less than 24 hours, typically while parents are 
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the property. See Section 10.44.030 (Home Occupations) for specific use requirements 
applicable to home occupations. 
 
Hotel. Any structure, or any portions of any structure, which is occupied or intended or designed 
for occupancy by transients for dwelling, lodging or sleeping purposes, and includes any hotel-
condominium, inn, motel, studio hotel, bachelor hotel, lodging house, tourist home or house, 
rooming house, apartment house, dormitory, public or private club, mobilehome or house trailer 
at a fixed location, or other similar structure or portion thereof. A “hotel” facility excludes time-
share estates and/or time-share properties, but includes hotel-condominiums and their 
respective hotel management entities wherein the owners of hotel-condominiums obtain an 
estate in real property consisting of an undivided interest in common space together with a 
separate interest in space called a unit, the boundaries of which are described on a recorded 
final map, parcel map, or condominium plan in sufficient detail to locate all boundaries thereof.  
 
Hotel-Condominium Conversion. The change in the form of ownership of any Hotel to 
separate, saleable condominium units as defined in Section 1351(f) of the California Civil Code. 
 
*Houseboat. A floating boat, vessel, or industrial or commercial structure on, or in, the waters of 
the State, which is designed, fitted out, or used principally for residential purposes and is not 
principally used for active navigation. See Section 10.44.160 (Houseboats) for specific use 
requirements related to houseboats. 
 
Household. A single individual, doing his own cooking, and living upon the premises as a 
separate housekeeping unit, or a collective body of persons, with a legally responsible head of 
household, doing their own cooking and living together upon the premises as a separate 
housekeeping unit as distinguished from a group occupying a boarding house, lodging house, 
club, fraternity, sorority or hotel. 
 
Household, low income.  A household earning less than 80% of the Marin County median 
income based upon information provided by the United States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. 
 
Household, moderate income.  A household earning 80% to 120% of the Marin County 
median income based on information provided by the Unites States Department of Housing and 
Urban Development. 
 
Inoperable vehicle. See "Vehicle, inoperable." 
 
Inner Court.   An open area with no roof that is surrounded on at least three sides by a 
structure which, on each of those sides, contains "floor area" as defined in section 10.40.040.B. 
 
Involuntary Demolition.  See Demolition, involuntary. 
   
Kitchen, kitchen facilities. Any appliances or other facilities for the preparation or preservation 
of food, including but not limited to gas or electric ranges, ovens or stovetops, microwave ovens, 
sinks and adjacent counters (located in rooms other than a bathroom or laundry room), 
refrigerators of more than five cubic feet capacity, or freezers. Does not include wet bars or 
other small counter/sink arrangements unless they are part of a room that is accessed from the 
outside.  Also does not include specialized home canning/preserving facilities. 
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Landscape, Major.  Landscaping in the public right-of way, such as hedges or trees, which has 
the potential to impair outlying views or views of the right-of-way at a driveway or other 
intersection of two or more vehicular ways. 
 
Lane, Pedestrian.  A public right-of-way for use by pedestrians that does not run parallel to a 
roadway or street. 
 
Laundries and Dry Cleaning Plants. Service establishments primarily engaged in high volume 
laundry and garment services, including: power laundries (family and commercial); garment 
pressing and dry cleaning; linen supply; diaper service; industrial laundries; carpet and 
upholstery cleaners. Does not include coin-operated laundries or dry cleaning pick-up stores 
without dry cleaning equipment, which are classified in "Personal Services." (SIC: Group 72) 
 
Laundry Room.  A room or area of a residential structure containing electrical and plumbing 
hook-ups for a washing machine and dryer. 
 
Libraries and Museums. Permanent public or quasi-public facilities generally of a non-
commercial nature which are intended to provide historical, cultural, literary, artistic and/or 
educational displays and information. Such uses may include, but are not limited to: libraries, 
museums, art exhibitions, planetariums, aquariums, botanical gardens, and arboretums. Also 
includes historic sites and exhibits. (SIC: Group 84) 
 
Light Manufacturing. Manufacturing, assembly, packaging, and associated storage and 
transportation of finished goods not requiring major refinement or raw material preparation. May 
include food-related manufacturing; apparel manufacturing; furniture and fixture manufacturing; 
printing, publishing and allied industries; professional and scientific instruments; textile mill 
products; craft industries, or other uses that create minimal noise, vibration, smoke, dust or any 
other particulate matter, toxic or noxious matter, humidity, heat or glare at or beyond any lot line 
of the parcel on which it is located. 
 
*Liveaboard. A navigable vessel, as regulated in Section 10.44.170, with liveaboard residential 
occupant(s) for harbor or marina security purposes. See also "Marine Service Vessels." 
 
Lot or parcel. A portion of land shown as a unit on a recorded subdivision map or an approved 
minor subdivision map, parcel map or otherwise existing as of record with the Office of the 
Recorder of the County of Marin. 
 
*Marine Commercial Service. Convenience goods and consumer service establishments to 
service the maritime needs of the community.  
 
Bait and tackle shops, including a limited amount of 

accessory provisioning of food and beverage, ice 
dispensers. 

Boat sales, rentals, charters. 
Chandlery. 
Diving equipment, lessons and services. 
Engine sales, repair and service. 

Marine electronics sales, service and repair.Marine 
equipment and supplies sales (including 
provisioning of food and beverages). 

Marine equipment sales, manufacturing, service and 
repair. 

Marine miscellaneous services (mail services, 
compass adjuster, provisioning, etc). 

Sports fishing facilities. 
Yacht sales and delivery.
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Marine Industrial. Marine Industrial uses should be consistent with the protection of the 
waterfront area and promotion of marine-oriented businesses. Permitted uses include a wide 
range of relatively small scale, low intensity, non-polluting, low traffic generating, light marine 
industrial research and development activities, and arts uses consistent with those found in the 
Marinship considered to be of need or asset to the community, other marine services, and a 
working waterfront. Marine service commercial uses are listed separately below. Several marine 
service uses that could be included under this designation are listed in the maritime category.  
 
Boat building and repair. 
Boat engine repair. 
Boat maintenance. 
Boat measuring and surveying. 
Boat restoration. 
Boat towing. 
Engine repair and service. 
Houseboat construction. 
Marine carpentry, cabinet making, woodworking.

Marine electronics service and repair. 
Marine mechanical systems. 
Marine equipment manufacturing, service and repair. 
Marine research laboratories. 
Marine salvage. 
Marine welding and fabricating. 
Rigging. 
Sail, canvas construction and repair. 
Sewer ejection systems.

 
*Marine Service Harbor. A part of body of water protected and deep enough to furnish 
anchorage or mooring of boats or similar floating vessels used in the performance of a marine 
industrial activity or service conducted on the vessel or nearby on the land. 
 
*Marine Service Vessels. A boat, vessel, or berth for a boat used in the performance of a 
marine industrial activity or service conducted on the vessel or nearby on the land. Liveaboard 
use of the vessel is acceptable where it can be demonstrated, to the Community Development 
Director’s satisfaction, that such residential use is necessary to provide the maritime service. 
 
Medical Marijuana Dispensary. A “medical marijuana dispensary” is any facility or location 
where marijuana is made available for medical purposes and/or distributed to a primary 
caregiver, qualified patient, or person with an identification card. The terms “primary caregiver,” 
“qualified patient”, and “person with an identification card” shall be as defined in Health and 
Safety Code Sections 11362.5 and 11362.7 et seq. 
 
Medical Services - Clinics and Laboratories. Service establishments primarily engaged in 
furnishing outpatient medical, mental health, surgical and other personal health services 
including: medical, dental, and psychiatric offices (mental health-related services including 
various types of counseling practiced by licensed individuals other than medical doctors or 
psychiatrists, or unlicensed individuals, are included under Offices); medical and dental 
laboratories; out-patient care facilities; opticians and optometrists; and allied health services. 
Associations or groups primarily engaged in providing medical or other health services to 
members are included. 
 
Medical Services - Hospitals and Extended Care. Hospitals and similar establishments 
engaged primarily in providing diagnostic services, extensive medical treatment including 
surgical and other hospital services; such establishments have an organized medical staff, 
inpatient beds, and equipment and facilities to provide complete health care. May include 
accessory retail pharmacies. Also includes residential establishments providing nursing and 
health related care as a principal use with in-patient beds, such as: skilled nursing facilities 
(facilities allowing care for physically or mentally disabled persons, where care is less than that 
provided by an acute care facility); extended care facilities; convalescent and rest homes; board 
and care homes. Long-term personal care facilities that do not emphasize medical treatment are 
classified in "Residential Care." (SIC: Groups 80, 805) 
 
Medical Services - Veterinary Clinics and Hospitals. Office and medical treatment facilities 
used by veterinarians, including large and small animal veterinary clinics, and animal hospitals. 
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Excludes headquarters-type facilities for business associations; professional membership 
organizations; labor unions and similar organizations; political organizations, and other 
membership organizations that are defined as "Offices". 
 
Property lines. The recorded boundaries of a lot of record, as follows: 
 
 Front property line. The line separating the parcel from the street. In case a lot abuts 

on more than one street, the parcel owner may elect any street parcel line as the front 
parcel line provided that such choice in the opinion of the Community Development 
Director will not be injurious to adjacent properties. 

 
 Rear property line. Ordinarily, that line of a parcel that is opposite and most distant 

from the front line of the parcel. In the case of a triangular or gore-shaped parcel, a line 
ten (10) feet in length within the parcel parallel to and at a maximum distance from the 
front parcel line, shall be deemed to be the rear parcel line for the purpose of 
determining the depth of rear yard. 

 
 Side property line. Side property lines are recorded lot boundaries that are neither front 

nor rear property lines, which extend between front and rear property lines. On a corner 
lot, there will be one side parcel line and one rear property line. 

 
Public Safety Facilities. Facilities operated by public agencies including fire stations, fire 
prevention and fire fighting facilities, police stations, including interim incarceration facilities. 
 
Public utility. A company regulated by the California Public Utilities Commission or a 
governmental or quasi-governmental entity with an elected governing body which provides utility 
services. 
 
Public Utility Facilities, Minor. Fixed-base structures and facilities serving as junction points 
for transferring utility services from one transmission voltage to another or to local distribution 
and service voltages; electrical substations and switching stations; telephone switching facilities; 
and natural gas regulating and distribution facilities. These uses do not include office or 
customer service centers (classified in "Offices"). 
 
Public Utility Facilities, Major. These uses include any of the following facilities that are not 
exempted from land use permit requirements by California Government Code §53091: public 
water system wells, treatment plants and storage; and community wastewater treatment plants, 
settling ponds and disposal fields. 
 
Publisher.  A person or business whose business is publishing (making a form of media 
publicly known). 
 
Reconstruction.  See "Replication." 
 
Recreation and Fitness Centers. Indoor establishments providing amusement, entertainment, 
or physical fitness services for a fee or admission charge, such as: arcades containing coin 
operated amusements and/or electronic games (five or more such games or coin-operated 
amusements in any establishment constitutes an arcade pursuant to this definition, four or less 
are not considered a land use separate from the primary use of the site); card rooms, and 
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billiard and pool halls; dance halls, clubs and ballrooms which are principal uses rather than 
being subordinate to an eating or drinking place; fitness centers, gymnasiums, health and 
athletic clubs including indoor sauna, spa or hot tub facilities; tennis, handball, racquetball, 
indoor archery and shooting ranges and other indoor sports activities. 
 
Recreational vehicle. A motor home, travel trailer, truck camper, or camping trailer, with or 
without motive power, originally designed for human habitation for recreational or emergency 
occupancy with a living area of 320 square feet or less, and bearing the State or Federal 
insignia of approval for recreational vehicles. 
 
Recyclable material. Reusable material including but not limited to metals, glass, plastic and 
paper, which are intended for reuse, remanufacture, or reconstitution for the purpose of using 
the altered form. Recyclable material does not include refuse or hazardous materials. 
Recyclable material may include used motor oil collected and transported in accordance with 
Section 25250.1 1 and 25143.2(b)(4) of the California Health and Safety Code or its successor. 
 
Recycling Collection Stations. A center for acceptance by donation, redemption, or purchase 
of recyclable materials from the public. Includes temporary accumulation and storage of 
recyclable materials for later transportation to processing facilities. Includes sites for 
implementing the California Beverage Container Recycling Act (AB 2020), which may involve 
reverse vending machines, mobile collection units, and other attended and unattended 
collection facilities. Does not include automobile wrecking yards or any recycling processing 
facilities. Does not include temporary storage of toxic or hazardous waste materials. See 
Section 10.44.200 (Recycling Collection Stations) for specific use requirements applicable to 
recycling collection stations. 
 
Religious Institutions. Religious organization facilities operated for worship or promotion of 
religious activities, including churches and religious Sunday-type schools; and accessory uses 
on the same site, such as living quarters for ministers and staff, child day care facilities where 
authorized by the same type of land use permit required for the church itself, and parish houses. 
Other establishments maintained by religious organizations, such as full-time educational 
institutions, hospitals and other potentially related operations (such as recreational camps) are 
classified according to their respective activities. 
 
Remodel, substantial.   As used in Chapter 62 of this Title, a substantial remodel is any 
exterior remodel that does not classify as a "Replication." 
 
Repair and Maintenance - Accessory to Sales. The repair of vehicles, equipment or other 
products on the same site as the retail sales of such vehicles, equipment or other products as a 
service to purchasers, that is incidental and accessory to the sales operation. 
 
Repair and Maintenance - Consumer Products. Service establishments where repair of 
consumer products is the principal business activity, including: electrical repair shops; television 
and radio and other appliance repair; watch, clock and jewelry repair; re-upholstery and furniture 
repair, and bicycle repair. Does not include shoe repair (included under "Personal Services"). 
Does not include repair or services incidental and accessory to retail sales. Does not include 
businesses serving the repair needs of heavy equipment, which are included under "Business 
Support Services." (SIC: Group 76) 
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Search Ring.  A geographic area identified by the communications service provider as 
necessary to locate a wireless facility within to enhance or expand service. 
 
Secondary Dwelling. A second permanent dwelling that is accessory to a primary dwelling on 
a site. A secondary dwelling may be either a detached or attached dwelling unit that provides 
complete, independent living facilities for one or more persons. It shall include permanent 
provisions for living, sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation on the same parcel or parcels as 
the primary dwelling.  
 
Secondhand Stores, Thrift Stores. Indoor retail establishments that buy and sell used 
products, including but not limited to books, clothing, furniture and household goods. 
 
Senior Housing Projects. Multi-family residential projects where occupancy is limited to people 
of 55 years or older (except in the case of double occupancy of a unit where only one resident 
need be 55 or older) and no persons under 18 years of age are permitted as residents. Senior 
housing projects include Senior Independent Living Centers (referred to as SlLCs) and senior 
apartments, as follows: 
 

1.  Senior Independent Living Centers (SlLCs). A senior housing project that 
consists of, but is not limited to, individual apartment units, community dining 
centers, and common recreation areas. The facilities must be physically 
accessible to elderly citizens, and the project is intended to provide a comfortable 
standard of living for its residents. 

 
2.  Senior Apartments. A senior housing project designed to meet the needs of 

citizens of 55 years of age or older. The dwelling units are independent and self-
contained, and easily accessible to elderly citizens. 

 
See Section 10.44.120 (Senior Housing Projects) for specific use requirements applicable to 
senior housing projects. 
 
Service Stations. Retail establishments selling gasoline, which may also provide lubrication, oil 
change and tune-up services and the sale of automotive products incidental to gasoline sales. 
May also include accessory towing, mechanical repair services and trailer rental, and the 
accessory sales of food, gifts, etc., but does not include storage of wrecked or abandoned 
vehicles, paint spraying, body and fender work. The sale of alcoholic beverages is not 
permitted. See Section 10.44.250 (Service Stations) for specific use requirements applicable to 
service stations. (SIC: Group 554) 
 
Setback. An area on a lot where no buildings, structures, or additions may be located, and 
which thereby becomes a yard area. 
 
Setback, rear. An area formed by a line parallel to the rear property line. 
 
Setback, side. An area formed by a line parallel to the side property lines of a lot, (property 
lines that are neither front nor rear property lines), that extends between front and rear setback 
areas. Side setbacks are measured at right angles to the side property lines. 
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Street. Right-of-way, easement or prescriptive right-of-way dedicated to, and under the 
authority of, the City of Sausalito; a state highway; a private road, easement, or prescriptive 
right-of-way; and which is customarily used for automobile travel and for providing vehicular 
access to abutting property. 
 
Structure. Anything constructed or erected on the ground, the use of which requires attachment 
to the ground, or over 120 square feet in area or over 6 feet in height, or any structure that 
requires a building permit, including any building, but not including fences or walls six feet or 
less in height, or concrete flat work such as driveways, patios or planters less than 12 inches in 
height. Includes permanent tents. 
 
Swimming Pool.  Any constructed or prefabricated pool used for swimming or bathing, twenty-
four (24) inches or more in depth. 
 
Temporary Outdoor Retail Sales. Temporary retail operations which are not associated with 
permanent retail shops including: farmer's markets; sidewalk sales; seasonal sales of Christmas 
trees, pumpkins or other seasonal items; semi-annual sales of art or handcrafted items in 
conjunction with community festivals or art shows. Includes flea markets and swap meets. See 
Section 10.44.300 (Temporary Outdoor Retail Sales) for specific use requirements applicable to 
temporary outdoor retail sales. 
 
Temporary Uses and Events. Any use of a structure or land for an event for a limited period of 
time where the site is not to be permanently altered by grading or construction of accessory 
facilities. Events include but are not limited to elections, art shows, circuses, outdoor festivals 
and concerts. See Section 10.44.310 (Temporary Uses and Events) for specific use 
requirements applicable to temporary uses and events. 
 
Tent. Any enclosed structure or shelter fabricated entirely, or in major part, of cloth, canvas, or 
similar flexible material. 
 
Theaters and Meeting Halls. Indoor facilities for public assembly and group entertainment, 
other than sporting events, such as: public and semi-public auditoriums; exhibition and 
convention halls; civic theaters, meeting halls and facilities for "live" theater and concerts; 
motion picture theaters; meeting halls for rent and similar public assembly uses. 
 
Transient Occupancy. Occupancy of residential structures, hotel rooms, or dwelling units on a 
temporary period of less than thirty (30) days. 
 
Transit Stations and Terminals. Passenger stations for vehicular and ferry mass transit 
systems. Includes buses, taxis, and ferries. (SIC: Group 41 ) 
 
Triplex. A single residential building containing three (3) dwelling units. 
 
Use. The purpose for which land or a structure is arranged, designed or intended, or for which 
either land or a structure is or may be occupied or maintained. 
 
Use, conditional. A land use that is identified as allowed, subject to minor use or conditional 
use permit approval in a particular zoning district by Chapters 10.20 through 10.28 (Zoning 
District Regulations). 








