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CHAPTER 10.56 ENCROACHMENT REVIEW AND 
AGREEMENTS 

10.56.010 Purpose 

The Encroachment Review and Agreement process provides an opportunity to review 
permanent and/or semi-permanent encroachments onto public lands, easements and rights-of-
way of the City of Sausalito. In addition to the general purposes of this Title, the specific 
purposes of this chapter regulating encroachments are as follows: 
 
A.  To review and regulate the long-term (three years or more) use of City of Sausalito 

properties and easements by individual property owners; 
 
B.  To protect the City of Sausalito’s interests in City-owned property and easements; 
 
C.  To examine demonstrated physical need by neighboring property owners to use and 

improve adjacent or nearby publicly-owned properties or easements for long-term and 
short-term private use; 

 
D.  To ensure that permanent and/or semi-permanent private use of City-owned properties 

or easements will not affect the need for, and use of, public passageways and utilities; 
 
E.  To ensure compatibility of permanent and/or semi-permanent encroachments with the 

surrounding area; 
 
F.  To ensure land use review of permanent and/or semi-permanent encroachments; 
 
G.  To ensure consistency of encroachments with the General Plan, Marinship Specific 

Plan, other sections of the Sausalito Municipal Code and applicable plans and 
ordinances; and 

 
H.  To provide for the necessary removal or termination of any encroachment. 

10.56.020 Applicability 

Encroachments which are subject to this chapter shall also be subject to Chapter 17.16 
(Encroachments on Public Streets and Property) of the Sausalito Municipal Code. 
Encroachments subject to this chapter shall include but not be limited to any fence, wall, trellis 
work, garage, runway, ramp, building, structure of any kind, or any other use or improvements, 
including landscaping that will occupy public land, easements and/or rights-of-way for three (3) 
years or more. Areas which are subject to such encroachment review and agreements shall 
include but not be limited to any public street area, easement, square, park, place, ground, or 
any other public property, regardless of whether such public property is or is not surfaced or 
otherwise improved. Other encroachments (including, but not limited to sewer, electricity and 
dumpsters) shall be subject to Chapter 17.16 (Encroachments on Public Streets and Property) 
only. 
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10.56.030 Authority 

A. Community Development Director. The following encroachments shall be subject to 
Community Development Director review and recommendation: 

 
1. Major landscaping; 
2. Stairs not on grade; 
3. Driveways, involving cut or fill of more than six (6) feet; 
4. Fences that do not exceed 42 inches in height; 
5. Retaining walls that do not exceed six (6) feet in height; and 
6. Signs allowed without permits (See Section 10.42.040, Signs Allowed Without 

Permits). 
 
B. Planning Commission. The Planning Commission shall have the authority to review 

and make recommendations on the following types of encroachments: 
 

1. Garages; 
2. Fences that exceed 42 inches in height; 
3. Buildings and structures, including but not limited to decks and accessory 

structures; 
4. Parking spaces; 
5. Signs; 
6. Awnings; and 
7. Retaining walls that exceed six (6) feet in height. 

 
C. Design Review. Encroachments requiring Planning Commission review and 

recommendation shall be subject to Design Review Procedures (Chapter 10.54). 
Encroachments requiring Community Development Director review and recommendation 
shall be subject to Administrative Design Review Permits (Section 10.54.040). 

 
D. Multiple Applications. When multiple applications are filed for a given development or 

site, the Community Development Director may schedule a consolidated public hearing 
before the highest authority required under one or more of the applications. 

 
E. City Council. The City Council shall have the final decision-making authority to approve 

Encroachment Agreements, thereby authorizing the use of City-owned rights-of-way, 
easements or property. 

10.56.040 Applications 

Applications for Encroachment Agreements shall include all information specified by resolution 
of the Planning Commission. Submittal shall include a site plan drawn to scale showing location 
of all existing and proposed buildings, yards, driveways, and parking areas; floor plans showing 
the location of uses in the structure; and the required fee. Application procedures and 
processing timeframes shall be consistent with Chapter 10.50 (Land Use Permits), this chapter, 
State law and additional procedural guidelines established by the Community Development 
Director. Acceptance of an application does not constitute any indication of approval. 








