%y

I

owntown Historic I
| Signage Guidelines

T AR
ey
=

SR
e
.,, i

Sausalito, Califormnia
N&v;e’inb@r '
1998




D LEQLE VLU LLUIEWIE PV A BTV FASY L W0 § & s v o o

&

Apphcabﬂlty
Permitted (T2 1= SO OOPPP

.
.
.
.

'REERE]

. Genetal: Regulations ... ewpececcssrarssenansisssasenss

X
2
3
4
6

* Projecting Slgns 8

. AWDINE SIENS evrererseesncrereressssmssnrsesssscseressseess 10

fasesrenacinary

WAACKE SHEIS wroecreeroneerssorsnrrersoeroesesns 11

PLaqUE SIBNS..uruereremerereeeessecsineessrassnarassssssess 13

el
LI
SATREET

)

-DJIQ(_}!JOT}HS:ignS eeteeeeereeseeeenesssnnseasnnnesssnensenseneres 14

e

eenseseTIUEUsCEERIIRRRRRNAL AT UENGTTUTIPRSTR UL TR 15

e e

agls

ety

BesvseranasssesenstNtANEERaREI I NIURNTS 16

e Menu Signs....cccceeeee.

TemPOrary SigNs .....eveeerercereersrssenenesaesesssssnsens 11

“Special Signs ..eewreeeeeeeeees

D I I I I I R A R N R A ]

Signs Guidelines < Nov Jber 1998




. Applicability

o The standards and guidelines set forth in this )
section apply to.allproperties within the

toric District as shown on the map. below.
-Allriew signs, replacement signs and modifica-
fions to existing signs must comply with these
standards.

e e e e a v

o sign ﬁa» be changed or installed until its
esign hasheen approvedby-the Sausalito
Tistori¢Tandmarks Board and Planning

he Sausé]iﬁo Coiﬁ_m?ﬁ:itjr ljéw.r‘élopmenﬁ‘Dep art-
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:Requirements
Photographs and accurate-drawings are required
for signapproval consideration. Applicants should
consult with Community Development Department
for a list of requirements. Incomplete and poorly
prepared materials may resultin delaysinthe -
review process.
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Historic District Boundaries
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Sausalito Historic District Design Guidelirnes

Permitted Signs

The following signs are acceptable subject to the
guidelines in this section'and the approval of the
Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board and'Planiiing:
Commission. All other signs not sp ecifically prohibited
are at'the discretion of the Sausalito-Historic Land-
Planning Commission.
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Awning Sign

i

Hanging Sign

Tenant Directory Sign:.

Plaqus-Sign
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Inappropriate Signs

The following signs are discouraged in
the Historic District. z

Banner Sign
See exception under
Ternporary Signs

BAUERS: =2
DETAILING § =2

N
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Changeable Letter Sign
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‘Exempt Signs

" "The following signs wi]fbe allowed withoﬁt a Sign
"« Permit and are not mcluded in the calculation of

! maximum sign area.

@

- the public.

- Interior signs that are: 10 :

Interior signst that are not visible fmm any
public nght-off 7 :ay or frem any area open to

: t sQ:within 15 feet of
the business frontage and visible by the public
that contain lettering of 1 inch or less.

Interior signs v151bl'e by the pubhc and located -

that contain lettenng 3 mches or less.

Publicinformation signs that are required by
City, State or Federal laws.

- Name plate s1gns on. doors not exceedmg 2" x

24" and admmlstratlvely approved by the -
Director of Community Development.

One alarm sign indicating that alarm devices
are installed and identifying the representa-
tive to be conta ted:in case of alarm activa- .
tion so long ag-the aggregaite size of the'sign
does not exceed 1 square foot.”

~

. General Regulations

Ajlowable Number

The total number of signs for any given business or
building shall be at the discretion of the Sausalito
Historic Landmarks Board and Planning
Commission.

Allowable Area

The maximum allowable sign area for any business
or building shall be at the discretion of the Sausalito
Historic Landmarks Board and Planning
Commission.

» No business shall be entitled to more than 0.5
square feet of signage per lineal foot of street

frontage. Fixceptions may be considered for
narrow buildings.

* Store information (e.g., hours of operation)
under 1 inch in height incorporated into
window signs are not included in the
calculation of total sign area.

> All faces of a multifaced sign shall be included . - -
except for a double faced sign in which case
only one face will be included in the total sign
area calculation.

* Sign area does not include brackets for
projecting or hanging signs.

* Any interior signage that is not classified as an -
exempt sign shall be included in the sign area
calculation for total signage and window .
signage and must be reviewed and approved by :
the Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board and
Planning Commission.
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Signage Materials - Upper Floor Signage

Materials should be appropriate to the Historic ©  Signage for upper floor tenants will be at the
District. Carved wood signs and individual castor !  discretion of the Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board
cut metal letters are strongly encouraged. Plastic :  and Planning Commission. '
and similar materials are discouraged, and will be )
permitted under only the most unusual of This signage may be in the form of directory or
circumstances such as the accommodationof - projecting signs located at ground level entries,
special icons related to especially creative signs. ©  projecting signs located at the upper floor window

. level or lettering applied directly to upper floor

windows.

Workmanship

Signage for upper floor tenants will generally be

High quali kmanship i ted for all :
gh quality workmanship 15 expested 1or smaller than that allowed for ground floor tenants.

signs and supports. The edges of all signs should
be clean and finished with appropriate materials . .
and techmiques. - Sign Area Calculation
The area of any sign will be determined by a series
of short, straight lines inscribed around the

Signage Colors perimeter of the sign. In cases where the lettering

Colors for all signs should be appropriate to the and graphics are located on a background material
Historic District, and will be judged in relation o other than the building surface, the area shall be :
their location, size and context. Matte or non-glossy : calculated around the outside of the material on
finishes are preferred over glossy colors. Primary ! which the sign is placed. :

and other bright colors as well as strongly :
contrasting color combinations are discouraged.

Lighting :

All lighting should be as unobtrusive as possible. :
Well-designed small fixtures which limit glare and :
light spill are strongly encouraged. Internally
illuminated signage and bare bulb spot lights will :
not be allowed. AlLlighting should be controlled by :
dimmer switches.

Sign Area
Galculation Examnples

Historical Precedents

The use of historical sign
precedents that are generally
within the parameters of these
guidelines is encouraged where
appropriate to the building and

location.

Assistance is available from the
Sausalito Historic Landmarks
Board in locating historic photos
of specific buildings. Additional
information is available in the
book Sausalito Moments in Time
authored by Jack Tracy and
published by Windgate Press.

Signs Guidelines * November 1998
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he face of buildings and
ﬁ'gelie'raﬂy 'identify the : =

° Signs are limited to-the: bmlgimgs dame (e.g.,
Richardson Building);or-the major tenant’s name

(e.g., Bayworks Bouﬁtlue).

¢ The date of buildin constructmn is.also

permitted and encouraged but should be smaller
in size than the main wall sign.

o Additional commercial sign information such as
goods and services offered is not appropriate.

« Signs on walls not directly fronting on a public
street are strongly discouraged.

2
Limit wall signs to the following types:
o Individual solid metal, wood, stone or glass letters.

° Cafved, routed or sandblasted wood plaques
mounted flush to the wall surface. All edged
should be finished.

3
Place signs within a clear Signable Area.

Signable Areas should have the following
characteristics:

e An architecturally continuous wall surface
uninterrupted by doors, windows, columns or

architectural details such as mouldings.

o Area doesnot exceed 15% of the business facade.

4

_ Limit the:size of signs within the
" :Slgnable Area.

° Ind1v1dual letter size should generally be
limited to a maximum height of 12 inches. If all

capital letters are used, the maximum height
should be limited to 8 inc¢hes.

o  Total signage area, including any mounting
board, should not exceed 40% of the Signable
Area.

e The length of the signage, including any
mounting board, should not generally exceed 76%
of the Signable Area width for a single tenant
storefront building or 2/3 of the individual tenant
storefront for multl-tenant bu:ld_mgs.

¢ The height of the 31gnage, mcludmg any
mounting board, should not exceed 2/3 of the
Signage Area height.

*  The sign should prc)Ject no more than 4 mches

Signs Guidelines ¢ Nove . r1998
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Reiate the location oisxgns to the
architectural character of the buildings to

PP N R I A A )

pedestrians 0 the 'far side of the street

e e e

° Projecting signs h illd genera]ly not ‘e mounted
above the sec&m floor window sill i in multi-
storied buildings.

P R

internal cutouts should be conéldered (Example‘ '
0).

» Two or three dimensional icon signs related to
specific businesses can add interest and a touch
of visual delight to the shopping and business
environment (Example D).

— : Example C &D

Signs Guidelines ¢ Novem 1998
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3

Limit the size of signs as well as their
projections from building faces and
mounting heights.

o Iimit the maximum projection from building
faces to 36 inches.

o  Provide a minimum clearance of 6 inches
between the building face and the sign.

o TLimit maximum sign area to 6 square feet for
any individual projecting sign. Irregular-
shaped signs should fit within an imaginary
rectangle not to exceed 9 square feet in area
(See below).

o Maintain a minimum clearance of 8 feet beléw
projecting signs.

4

Provide well-design mounting brackets
appropriate to the business and the
buiiding.

Simple round pipe brackets with plugged- ends‘“.'o
added decorative end elements are generally -
appropriate for any projecting sign.

However, metal brackets or a more decorative and
complex shape are encouraged where appropriate
to the character of the sign and the building. In
addition to adding to the uniqueness and visual
character of the sign, they cast interesting shadow
on wall surfaces and convey an impression of
special concern for the appearance of the business. ~

: Bracket Example

R

Bracket Example

Bracket Example

Signs Guidelines ¢ November 1998
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Awning Signs
1

Avwning valences. (e 'g.;‘x}é;:tical facesj‘ should not
exceed 12 inches’in height, and the letter helght
should not exceed 8inches.

* Logos willbe cons1dered for apphcamon on slopmg

should generall _' not.exceediZ uiches mhelght

* Logos and other demgn elements apphed to the
sloped face of awnings should not exceed 10% of
the awning face.

» Letters, logos and other design elements applied
to the sides (e.g., closed ends of awnings) should
be smaller than those on the front of the awning
valence, and should not exceed 40% of the awning
end panel area.

2

Minimize signage on upper level awnings.

* Awning signs at windows above the ground floor
are permitted at the discretion of the Sausalito
Historic Landmarks Board and Planning
Commission.

« Upper level awning signs are limited to the name
of the business or generic description of products
or services (e.g., fine arts, tailor).

e L I T O e R R R R
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- Window Signs o
1 2 ~

Limit the type and amount of information | Use special window graphics to express .- : |-
placed on business windows. . the unique personality of a business. ol
» Window sign copy should include only Special window graphics are included in the overall
business name, address, hours of operation, - sign area and the maximum window coverage oo
emergency telephone numbers, and business...  : limitations. They are permitted at the discretion of :
tenant logos. An exception may be grantedfor Z:  thé'Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board and :

creative signage proposals. . ¥ Planning Commission based upon the following - :

: criteria: "l

o Window sign area should not exceed 25% of .o :
any single window area, nor 10% of the = . : ° Signs effectively express the type of business
aggregate ground floor window area. L located on the premises. -

R

 Sign copy should not exceed 8 inches in > Signs relate positively to the character, scale,’
height. and color of the building structure, awnings :

and other signage.

» Store information copy (e.g., hours of : :
operation) under 1 inch in height and credit ° Signs contribute to the quality, livelingss and :
card logos under 2 inches should be counted interest of the Historic District without conflict
in calculating the percent of window with other adjacent businesses.
coverage, but need not be counted in the ;

maximum sign area allowance.

11
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- Hanging Signs

hto Historic Landmarks‘Board and Planmng
Commission for hanging signs:with hlghe mounting
heights so long as the signisinscale:with the o
building and its adjacent archltectural and: s1gnage
environment. -

2

Mount hanging signs perpendicular to
pedestrian movement patterns.

A minimum clearance of 8 feet above pedestrian
areas should be maintained. .

Do This

Not This

T T I N I I R N I A L

3

Design signs to be appropriate for close
viewing distances.
Since signs will be close to pedestrian eye level,

carved wood, smaller details, and subtle detail can
add visual interest to hanging signs.

S L I L R R A A R I SR )
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Plague Signs
1

tenant entries.

Design plaque signs to fit within an. ..

imaginery rectangle with a maximum.-
area of 3 square feet.

Limit plaque sign projections from wall
surfaces to a maximum of 3 inches.

SO ST o
E—’W SR I e
%%?W“
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Directory Sign: -
1

Use directory sign
for primary busines

Tenant dn'ectory sigas: are a]lowed at the
discretion of the Salisahto HistoricLandmarks
Board and Planning; fommission. Apphcatlons
must be accompanied’by.a Wntten authorization of
the building owner:

Signs may be used f01 the fo]lowmg

° Multiple businesses located in courtyards
separated from public streets.

o Multiple businesses located above ground
floor level. :

‘e

R I

2

Mi.nim.i;é_ihe size and prominence of
directory signs.

Signs should be mounted flat against a solid wall
or incorporated into a free standing Idosk located
wholly on the property on which the tenants are
located.

Sign copjr may include the following:
Building or project name

Project Logo

Address

Business Tenant Names

Suite Numbers or Letters

Project name letters or project logos should not
exceed 6 inches in height.

All other sign copy should not exceed 2 inches in
height.

3

..

s e e e

e s

.

Provide signs with a strong visual quaiity.f

Interesting frames and sign designs are
encouraged.

Changeable sign panels may be used so long as the -

changeable part consists of the entire name of the
business and other related information such as
suite number. Individual letter changeable signs
should not be used.

i

Signs Guidelines ¢+ Novem. .998
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; Addﬁ“ess Signs
1

Address signs should be prominently
displayed facing the street. T

address signs are strongly,
encouraged to assist ’H;isi_;cmc
shoppers and;6tl

finding

AR

s 20

» Signs should include only the street address
number. i

o Signs may be placed on doors, transoms or on
wall surfaces adjacent to entries.

2

Size, location, type style and the design
of address signs should be appropriate
to the character of the business and the
building.

» Address signs are at the discretion of the

Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board and
Planning Commission.

e Script lettering is discouraged.

* Individual numbers on glass surfaces on or
above doorways are strongly encouraged.
Numbers on glass placed in another color
field as available from hardware stores are
discouraged. '

s
.
5
.
.
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easily visible from: ad]acent
pedestrian areas cando a
great deal to enhance the
~overall image of the dlstrlct

" as as quality restaurant B

center.

SaALSAlLo HiSIOTIC LIISINICt 1JesStgit GUlaeiirnes

R

With sit-down dlning

s Restaurant menu si

actual menu or reasona le facsumle thereof
containing food served;prices for each item
and other relevant_lpformatlon pertaining to
service and pricing.

2

Locate menu.signs prominently near

» Signs should be mou.nte d on Walls adjacent to
restaurant entries. -

.

3

Size, location, type style and the design
~ of menu signs should be appropriate to

he character of the business and the
building.

° Sién-boxes or plaques made of quality wood or
metal with interesting design features are
encouraged.

° Subtle nighttime lighting is encouraged.

Signs Guidelines ¢+ Novem. -
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. Temporary Signs

1

Approval must be received for all
Temporary Signs.

All temporary signs must be approved by the
Community Development Director.

Exceptions
#1 The following temporary signs are allowed

2

without approval so long as they are placed in

windows near business'entries and do not

exceed a total aggregate area of 3 square foot.

» Announcement of special or infrequent
events by Charitable Organizations with a
fixed place of business in Sausalito.

» Information on special activities including,
but not imited to, activities held at
community or cultural centers in Sausalito.

Temporary enue signs for restaurants and art

galleries listing currently featured artists.signs -

are allowed without approval so long asthey
are placed in windows near business entries
and do not exceed a total aggregate areaof 1
squave foot.

Temporary banner signs may be
preapproved.

Banner signs for changing events (e.g., featured
artist of the month) may be approved by the
Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board and Planning
Commission.

Once the location, supporting brackets and general

. banner.design are. app ved .individual banners
may be applove '
'Dzrector unde th

mmumty Development
pmary sign guidelines.

3

Temporary signs announcing retail sales
should conform to the following criteria:

@

]

a

4

Signs to be no more than 3 square feet in area.

Letters to be no larger than 6 inches inheig}it.

The aggregate area of all temporary mgns ‘ona
business tenant frontage to be no greater than
10% of the display window area.

Signs should not be illuminated, luminescent,
fluorescent, or have any characteristic that
would make them incompatible with the
character of the Historic District.

Temporary real estate sale or lease-.

information, and construction, altera’tlony

and repair signs should conform to the
following criteria:

Qo

Signs to be no more than 3 square feet in
area.

Letters to be no larger than 3 inches in

height.

The aggregate avea of all temporary signs on
a business tenant frontage to be no greater
than 6 square feet.

Signs should not be illuminated, luminescent,
fluorescent, or have any characteristic that
would make them incompatible with the
character of the Historic District.

sgénerally constructed of
paper, clath canvas. and

Signs Guidelines ¢ November 1993
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. Special Signs
1 :

" Use special signs only when appropriate  : |
. to the business and location.

“Within lively and uniqug:,.
- commercial areas, thereare
often proposals for creative.
- signs which do not fit within
the categories or guidelings
outlined in the previous
pages of this document bu
which could make a posﬂ:lve'
" contribution tothe" image
and success of the area

Special Sign proposals will be subjected to exceptional
review by the Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board

: and Planning Commission to judge their

: appropriateness to the Historic District. To be
acceptable, they must be compatible with their
location within a Historic District and meet one or
more of the following criteria: )

» Contribute to the vitality of the Historic
District.

* Provide a better visual building and signage
relationship for difficult buildings or locations.

» Maintain a size and character appropriate to
the pedestrian scale of the Historic District.

P I I I

“ e s e

2

Special Signs shall exhibit a high level of
creativity.

Special Signs should be unique, and relate especially
well to both the business they represent and their

location in relation to-the architecture of the : - :
building and the character of the swrrounding area. - .

Signs which are merely larger than allowed by the . -
other guidelines contained within this document Wﬂl
not be considered as “Special Signs”. :

-

"

Signs Guidelines ¢+ Nover. - 1998
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These guidelines were prepared by the Sausalito Historic Landmarks
Board and Planning Commission in consultation with the Gity Council
and with input from property and busmess owners in the Sausalito
Histori Dlstrlct "

The fo]lowmg md1v1duals are gratefu]ly acknowledged for their
thoughtful input and coritributions.

Geprg,e;: Stréi;igos

Planning Commission
Michael Partow, Chatr.

Jomi Kardinal

Douglas Power

David’ Ho«igéon ChaLr
Chris Bradford

Larry Cannon

Susan Hirschy
Clairve Huff

Graphic Design and Production
provided by the Cannon Design Group
Saus~'%o, California

Staff

Community Development
Charlotte Flynn, Director
Heidi Scoble

Tracie Shannon-Hubbell

Qirrne MaridalBmose ¢ Navam.
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