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Section 4.1
INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE

\he goals and policies of the Community Design and Historic Preservation Element are
intended to reinforce the identity and delicate beauty of Sausalito. The City's setting defines
its special character; a community nestled into the wooded hillsides, bordered by Richardson Bay
on one edge and by Wolfback Ridge and the lands of the Golden Gate National Recreation Area
on the other. The scenic qualities of Sausalito are further exemplified by the garden atmosphere
one experiences as one drives or walks through the hillside residential areas. Small landscaped
parks, neighborhood greenbelts and gores are found throughout Sausalito. The ambiance of the
City has evolved over time as it has developed into an urban village of the 1990's. The diversity in
architectural style, which is in harmony with existing architectural style, is a major attribute of this
evolution.

This element is aimed at assuring that as Sausalito continues to evolve, diversity of design
continues to be harmonious with the existing character of the City through the preservation of
historic buildings and a blending of new buildings which respect the existing scale and diverse
architectural character of the community. It is also aimed at maintaining and enhancing the
relationship between the City's natural features, the water and existing vegetation, and buildings
located in this setting.

Section 4.2

OBJECTIVES, POLICIES AND PROGRAMS

{ommunity Design and Historical Preservation Element policies and programs are grouped to
cover the following seven objectives:

1.0  Scale and Architectural Harmony. :

2.0  Integrate Structures with the Natural Environment and Protect Natural Features.

3.0  Balance View Protection with Property Rights.

4.0  Preserve the Character of Community Sub-Areas.

5.0  Enhance Public Improvements.

6.0  Address Community Design Concerns Through Appropriate Development Review
Procedures.

7.0  Respect and Maintain the Exterior Integrity of Historic Structures and Sites.
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1 Policy CD-1.1
Sausalito Identity. Enhance Sausalito's architectural quality and diversity, general City
characteristics, and historical legacy through careful design review.

Program CD-1.1.1
Design Review Findings. Amend the zoning ordinance 1o set forth findings for approval
for development projects which require DRB approval.

Policy CD-1.2
Architectural Inmovation. Encourage projects which promote architectural quality and
innovative solutions rather than conformity to standard designs.

Program CD-1.2.1
Design Findings of Approval. Establish findings for design approval that encourage
design initiative.

Program CD-1.2.2
Design Guidelines. Prepare design guidelines that support positive, creative, and/or
innovative design solutions for appropriate development.

Policy CD-1.3

Neighborhood Compatibility. Provide that all new residential structures, all residential
structures that are to be removed and replaced, and those structures that are to be significantly
remodeled, are designed to complement their setting and the other buildings in the neighborhood.

Program CD-1.3.1 ,
Zoning Ordinance (Size and Mass). Revise the zoning ordinance to clarify the authority
of the Design Review Board, and as applicable, the Historic Landmarks Board, in

making findings of design compatibility related to size and mass of proposed structures.
(See Policy LU-1.9)

Program CD-1.3.2
Land Use Policies. Refer to programs under Land Use Policies LU-1.8 through
LU-1.11.

B policy CD-1.4

Construction Near Historic Districts or Landmarks. Enhance the historic quality of
established districts and landmark structures by encouraging new construction or alterations to
existing structures in the general vicinity to demonstrate compatibility with them.
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Program CD-1.4.1
Historic Character Compatibility. Amend the zoning ordinance to require consideration

of historic character compatibility as part of the design approval by the Design Review
Board.

Policy CD-1.5
Maximum Height Limit. Establish a maximum height limit for all structures in Sausalito while
recognizing that height is not guaranteed where view preservation and scale is an issue.

Program CD-1.5.1

Zoning Ordinance (Height Limit). Continue to permit the 32 foot maximum height limit
for residential and commercial zones.

Program CD-1.5.2
Zoning Ordinance (C-W Height Limix). Consider amending the zoning ordinance to
establish a reduced height limit for Central Waterfront commercial zone.

Program CD-1.5.3
Zoning Ordinance (Height and Views). Revise the zoning ordinance to clarify the
authority of the Design Review Board, and as applicable, the Historic Landmarks Board,

in making findings of compatibility related to height and view blockage (see Policies
CD-3.1 and CD-3.2).

=1 Policy CD-1.6
Commercial, Industrial and Institutional Sites. Develop all commercial, industrial and
institutional sites as visually attractive parts of the City.

Program CD-1.6.1

Non-Residential Design Criteria. Prepare design guidelines for non-residential areas
which consider type of building materials, location of utilities, screening of trash
collection and loading areas, and appropriate landscaping of parking lots.

Program CD-1.6.2

Sign Ordinance. Review and modify the sign ordinance to establish size, location, and
types of signs allowed for each commercial and industrial area.

Program CD-1.6.3

Zoning Ordinance (Recycling Areas). Assure compliance with State Law by amending
the Zoning Ordinance to require the inclusion of adequate areas for the collection and
loading of recyclable materials in all development projects.

B Policy CD-1.7
Landscaping. Emphasize the importance of landscaping to any design and the role of
landscaping as a compliment to the streetscape and the neighborhood.
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Program CD-1.7.1

Landscape Plans. Continue to require landscape plans for new construction and major
modification of existing structures and site improvements.

Program CD-1.7.2
Water Conservation. Continue fo require that new landscaping plans be reviewed to
assure compliance with the Water Conservation Ordinance. (See Policy EQ-3.12)

Policy CD-2.1
Natural Features. Maintain and enhance natural site features and minimize disturbance to the
natural terrain to the extent possible consistent with permitted densities.

Program CD-2.1.1

Tree Removal. Require approval of removal of all significant trees and enforce
penalties for tree removal without approval.

Program CD-2.1.2

Design Review Considerations. Consider how each proposed project integrates with its
natural environment through the design review process.

& Policy CD-2.2
Steep Sloping Sites. Give special attention to addressing the special design considerations for
proposed development on steeply sloped sites.

Program CD-2.2.1

Topography Study. Conduct a study of available topographic materials to develop a
slope survey of the City and assist in the definition of steep slopes.

Program CD-2.2.2

Design Guidelines. Develop illustrative design guidelines to provide general guidance
for construction on steep slopes.
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