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• Review Systems
• Urban Design 

Plans
• Neighborhood 

Character 
Strategies

Here this evening:
Noré Winter
Julie Husband
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General Plan Policy Base:
Community Design and Historic Preservation Element 

• 7.0 Respect and Maintain the 

Exterior Integrity of Historic 

Structures and Sites.
Respect and maintain the exterior 
integrity of structures and sites in 
the Historic District and of all 
officially designated or recognized 
historic structures and sites 
outside the district.
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Project Scope
• Update the city’s design 

guidance for treatment of 
buildings with historic 
significance.
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Resources to be Addressed:
• Downtown Historic District

– Contributors
– Non-contributors

• Individual Landmarks
• Noteworthy Structures
• Structures > 50 yrs.
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Keys to Effective Guidance:
• Clear, user-friendly 

format
• Decision-making 

“paths” clearly defined
• New, emerging issues 

addressed
• Clear process for 

different property types
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Key Design Questions
1. How to decide on an 

approach for a project?
2. How do I know what is 

important to preserve?
3. How is a non-historic building 

treated in the downtown 
district?

4. Is there any flexibility?
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Sustainability
• Building systems

– Windows
• Technology

– Collectors
• Embodied energy
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Signs

• Incorporate 
existing sign 
guidelines.

• Other new 
issues?
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Landscapes and Site 
Structures
• How does 

“adaptive reuse” 
apply to 
landscapes?
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The “Recent Past”

• Typical threshold 
of 50 years.
– What is 

significant?
– What are the 

goals?
– What are the 

guidelines?
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What does Preservation mean?
• Using historic 

structures, and
• Accommodating 

change, while
•  Maintaining key 

features of 
properties.

Before

After“Historic properties are workhorses that can serve the 
community for decades and promote sustainability.”

Austin, TX Preservation Guidelines



 
Design Guidelines for Sausalito 
 
 
                  


Sequence of Treatment Actions

4.4 .
Reconstruct
missing features.

1.1 .
Maintain fea-
tures that are in
good condition.

2.2 . Repair features that
are deteriorated,
rather than replace
them.

3.3 . Replace only
those features
that are beyond
repair.

5.5 .
Design any new
feature to be
compatible.Before After

South Main Street Historic District Guidelines, Memphis, TN
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How do we deal with change?

• Learning from historic precedent...
• Considering the degree of integrity...
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Learning from Historical Data

• Understanding how change occurs is an 
important step in writing guidelines for 
alterations and rehabilitation.
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How Integrity Relates to 
Significance
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Key Questions:
What is the degree of integrity?

Danville, CA

Minor Alterations
(Porch enclosed)
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Key Questions:
What is the degree of integrity?

Danville, CA


 Original character 
is obscured and 
original structural 
materials are 
removed.
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A Potential “Decision Tree” 
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Reconstruction Approach



 
Design Guidelines for Sausalito 
 
 
                  


Simplified Interpretation
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“Contemporary” Approach
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“Contemporary” Approach
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New interpretations
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Identifying
Key Features
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Which are Significant Features?
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Principles for Additions

 Design Guidelines - Telluride, CO
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Understand Historic Patterns

San Antonio
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Understand Historic Patterns

San Antonio
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Rhythm
• Building Rhythm & Pattern
• Alignment
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Alignment 

 Building heights 

vary, but floor 
heights are similar.

Lexington, KY
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Alignment 

 Building heights 

vary, but floor 
heights are similar.

Lexington, KY



 

Building Massing
• Varied massing 

to reflect 
traditional lot 
widths
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New Construction in Historic District

Downtown Design Guidelines - Boulder, CO
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New Construction in Historic District

Downtown Design Guidelines - Boulder, CO
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Guidelines for Compatible Infill

Downtown Design Guidelines - Boulder, CO
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Guidelines for Mixed-use Infill

Boulder, CO – Design Guidelines Results
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The Design Guidelines Format
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Appropriate Options C H A P T E R

3
REHABILITATION OFREHABILITATION OF

HISTORIC RESOURCESHISTORIC RESOURCES

This chapter presents design guidelines for the following
topics:

• Treatment of Character-Defining Features p. 29
• Original Materials p. 31
• Porches p. 34
• Windows and Doors p. 36
• Roofs p. 38
• Building Relocation p. 40
• Seismic Retrofitting p. 42

San Jose, CA Preservation Guidelines
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The Results...

Original  Before rehab, 1980  After rehab, 1982 
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Continuing investment
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Continuing investment
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Miller Block

Ft. Collins, CO
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Miller Block

Ft. Collins, CO
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Cumulative 
Impacts
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Maintaining Policy
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Maintaining Policy
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Maintaining Policy
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Tonight’s Activities
• Worksheet #1(Downtown)

– Group Effort
• Design Goals?
• Distinctive Features?
• Different Contexts?
• Special Issues?

• Worksheet #2 (Citywide)
– Individual Activity

• Important Property Types?
• Goals for Historic Properties?
• Issues to Address?

Greenville, SC - Preservation Guidelines


