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ON BEING CERTAIN is a revolutionary look at 
how we know what we know. At stake is the 
commonly held belief that we can logically 

and reasonably determine when our thoughts 
are correct.  If, after due rumination and 

deliberation, we decide that a thought must be 
correct, we presume that this conclusion is 

itself a conscious choice.  ON BEING CERTAIN 
presents compelling evidence that this 

assumption is inconsistent with present-day 
understanding of basic brain function.  

 
Drawing from personal case studies and 

recent neuroscience advances, as well as such 
far-ranging subject material as the physics of 
baseball, high-stakes poker, gut feelings and 
the nature of intuition, ON BEING CERTAIN 

systematically demonstrates that despite how 
certainty feels, it is neither a conscious choice 

nor even a thought process.   
 

Dr. Burton will be speaking about this book, 
as well his current work-in-progress. 

Friends of the Sausalito Library 
Annual Dinner 

Wednesday, March 16, 2011 
 

The Spinnaker Restaurant 
 

100 Spinnaker Dr 
Sausalito, CA. 

Off Bridgeway & Anchor Dr 
 

$55.00 per person 
No Host Bar 

 

Cocktails 6:00pm 
 

Dinner 6:45pm 

Choice of Entrée - Over 
 

Friends’ Board Business (brief!) 
Nominating Committee Announcements 

 

 

Robert A. Burton, M.D.  
Guest Speaker 

 
Robert A. Burton graduated from Yale University and 
the University of California at San Francisco medical 

school, where he also completed his neurology 
residency. At age thirty-three, he was appointed chief 

of the Division of Neurology at Mt. Zion-UCSF 
Hospital, where he subsequently became Associate 

Chief of the Department of Neurosciences.   
 

Dr. Burton’s writings include three critically 
acclaimed novels, his 2008 non-fiction On Being 

Certain and a neuroscience and culture column at 
Salon.com, Mind Reader (2008-2009).  Dr. Burton is a 

resident of Sausalito.  
 

Choice of Entree 
Halibut w/ Spinach & Basil Mousse 

Chicken w/ Champagne, Lemon & Capers 
Pasta Primavera (Vegetarian) 

Chris Huson on Piano 


