MEMORANDUM

TO: Sausalito Planning Commission
FROM: Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board
RE: 508 Olima Street - APN: 064-061-09
DATE: February 25, 2015

I. Methodology
Pursuant to City Council direction, it is the responsibility of the Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board to

examine any remodel or demolition application in the City if the application involves a structure of fifty
or more years of age. The Board assigns two members to review each project and to consider the
gathered information and produce this report. Our report is not intended to replace or augment any
technical reports pertaining to this project: any comments regarding structural integrity, engineering,
etc., are purely observational.

Architectural Research
At the request of the Planning Department, the Historic Landmarks Board conducted research into the
history of the property at 508 Olima Street (the “Property”) to determine its historic significance.

Il. Property Description
The Property is located in a residential neighborhood at the north end of Sausalito close to MLK Park.
The lot contains a one-story single-family residence with a carport.

The house appears to be a wood frame structure with a flat roof. The house is in keeping with a modest
version of mid-century modern of the other houses next to it and on the block, including simple
volumetric forms, flat and canted roof planes, large window openings and restrained detailing.

Il. Property History

Chain of Title and Notable Residents

According to the City of Sausalito Planning Division Memorandum dated Feb. 11, 2015, the assessors
records show the date of original construction as 1953. In looking at the city permit records the original
construction permit was not included in the file, or any corresponding plans, so the original owner was
not ascertained.

The following owners/residents were identified in the file.
A. 1960 — Mr. and Mrs. Scott Nicoll
B. 1990 -2014 — Maria Terra
C. 2014 - Lauran Cerre and Tyler Mason

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Nicoll
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e The Sausalito Historical Archives contained a Feb. 28, 1977 San Francisco Chronicle article on the
Eppleton Hall, a Victorian sidewheel tug. The story included a picture of Scott Nicoll who served
as one of the tugs engineers. The tug was built in England in 1914, salvaged by a benefactor and
sailed from England to San Francisco in 1970 to become an “object d’art” for the Maritime
Museum.

The Eppleton Hall served as a club for the Friends of the Eppleton Hall Society, with monthly
outings in the water. Scott Nicoll served as the licensed engineer for the Eppleton Hall.
(Documents did not make is possible to determine how long he served in this capacity.)
(See imbedded SF Chronicle article)

e Online research located the book by Jr. William E. Burgess, In Bristol Fashion. The book
chronicles the author’s involvement with the historic ships of San Francisco Bay and the
Maritime Museum during the 1970s. The book references the Eppleton Hall and Scott Nicoll,
including him in the dedication and a chapter called “Scotty Nicoll.” (See imbedded excerpts.)

e The chapter provides possibly contradictory evidence that the Scott Nicoll on the permit records
is also the person chronicled in this book or in the newspaper article noted above. The book
refers to Scott and Maude Nicoll “living high in the hills of Sausalito,” a terrain very different to
that of Olima Street. The residents might have moved from Olima Street to house “high in the
hills of Sausalito” but limited records in the file make this difficult to determine conclusively.
None of the records contained Mrs. Nicoll’s first name allowing confirmation that the Scott
Nicoll owner of 508 Olima Street, is also the Scott Nicoll in the SF Chronicle article or book.

Maria Terra
No information found

Architectural and Historical Research
In order to determine the history of the site, the construction date of the property, and the ownership
history of the property, the following resources were consulted:

= Sanborn Fire Insurance maps — updated through 1955

=  Sausalito City Permit records - enclosed

=  Sausalito Obituary Files — nothing

=  Town of Sausalito Block Book — Lot 30-31 — the Varney Estate

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps: Sausalito Sanborn Maps that were updated between 1909 and 1945
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Sausalito Plat and Block Books: The Sausalito Plat and Block Books date from the 1920s and the 1940s.

City Permit Records:
a. A-9025-3/21/1960: Construct rear deck
b. A-2731-7/12/1990: Install built up roof, house and garage/carport

Property File: There are no property files for 508 Olima in the Historical Society’s archives.
Marin County Assessor’s and Recorder’s office records: According to the Sausalito Planning Division
memorandum dated Feb. 11, 2015, the Marin County Assessor’s Office indicates that the house on the

Property was constructed in 1953.

A timeline of construction and ownership follows:
e Seeabove

Additional Resources: 508 Olima does not appear on the Sausalito List of Notable Structures, is not

listed in the California Historic Resource Information Systems database (CHRIS), and has not previously
been identified as a historic resource.

Findings
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1.

Is the structure associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of the history, culture, or heritage of Sausalito, California, or the United States? Such
structures may include but are not limited to civic structures, properties featured in publications, and
sites where significant events occurred.

The board finds under this criterion.

Is this structure associated with the life or lives of one or more people important in our past? Such
structures may include but are not limited to homes of prominent persons and places referenced by
prominent persons.

The board finds under this criterion.

. Does the structure embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of

construction, or represent the work of an important creative individual, or possess high artistic
values? Such structures may include but are not limited to exceptional examples of architecture or
an architect’s work; more ordinary examples of such work are emblematic of a particular style or era;
and any works by prominent creative individuals.

The board finds under this criterion.

Has the structure yielded, or may it be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history?
Such structures may include but are not limited to archeological sites.

The board finds under this criterion.

Recommendations:

Shasha Richardson and Aldo Mercado

Sources: Sausalito Planning Department address files, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, and information
from the Marin County Tax Assessor’s and Sausalito Historical Society.

The Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board, at their publicly noticed meeting of February 11, 2015
acknowledged this memorandum:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTAIN:
ABSENT:

Current Assessors Map for Parcel 064-132-31
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In Bristol Fashion

by JrWilliam E. Burgess

Paperback
$15.99

Other sellers (Paperback)

All Available Formats & Editions

Paperback (1)
NOOK for Web

In Bristol Fashion

PREFACE

In early 1975 I became fascinated with the historic ships of the San
Francisco Maritime Museum.

I was intrigued with the vessels and vowed that, somehow, some
way, I would get aboard the three-masted ship Balclutha and climb
her rigging!

Little did I dream that I, a landlubber, would become part and par-
cel of the very soul of this proud Cape Horner, built in Scotland in
1886, now serving as a static display ship. I worked as a volunteer
and gained the trust of the adventurous characters who kept her
shipshape and Bristol fashion. I came through the haws’hole aboard
Balclutha.

It was there I was lured to the operating and cantankerous Tyne Riv-
er estuary steam tug, side paddle-wheeler, Eppleton Hall (1914),
moored alongside the venerable Balclutha. In December 1976 I was

Be the first to write a review

All (3) from $13.65 v

Add to List + Pinit 2«1 0

6 [sor

Overview - The author has compiled an adventure memoir in photo essay form, recalling when he worked as volunteer 1975-1980 aboard
historic ships of the San Francisce Maritime Museum. He leamned from the crew of the Cape Homn square-rigger Balclutha (1386), now moored
permanently at the end of the Hyde Street Pier. He |ater went on to become president of the Friends of the Eppleton Hall Society, which
operated the steam side-paddle estuary tug, Eppleton Hall (1914). She had steamed over ... See more details below

Eligible for FREE SHIPPING details
Usually ships within 24 hours details

New (3) from $13.65 v

BN.com Markelplace
§15.99 §13.65
sign in my library shop

elected president of the Friends of the Eppleton Hall Society. For the
next three years I had the adventure of my life on this floating merry
-go-round, even involving my children in some of the antics.

In April 1978 1 was invited aboard the Cunard flagship QE-2, when
she visited the port of San Francisco, for a ceremonial greeting from
her skipper, Captain Robert Arnott, in honor of the British built
Eppleton Hall. In June 1980, because Karl Kortum and Scott
Newhall of the SFMM, Peter Stanford of NMHS, and Bill North of
Mystic Seaport Museum vouched for me, I had a berth as guest
aboard the Coast Guard’s three-masted training bark Eagle, Capt
Paul Welling commanding, on the her voyage from Boston’s Op Sail
to St. Thomas in the Caribbean.

Karl Kortum, Scott Newhall, Scott Nicoll, Harry Dring, Capt Fred
Kelbingat, Capt Ray Aker, Capt “Wild Bill” Boyland, guys who whet-
ted my appetite for the sea and maritime adventures in the haleyon
days of yore, are now off to Fiddler’s Green.

My task to complete this manuscript from notes and loose papers
1975 to 1997 (over 31 inches), is dedicated to my wife, Patti, who

130f17
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By Jr Burgess
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SCOTTY NICOLL

Scotty was a retired engineer in his mid seventies,and was the original
Chief Engineer of the Eppie in 1969. After leaving England, the tug
rode out a terrible storm in the Bay of Biscay. He left her when she
reached the Canary Islands. Scotty and his lovely wife, Maude, lived
in their rambling home on a wooded hill high above Sausalito. These
very dear people soon became my close friends.

Scotty, a Scotsman raised in Hawaii, had a 16 foot stcam boat,
Mikahala, in which he tooled around Richardson Bay, between
Sausalito and Belvedere. An avid tinkerer, he had overhauled the
steam donkey engine at the museum’s Hyde Street Pier, was a docent
aboard the unaltered Liberty Ship Jeremiah O'Brien, and was Chief
Engineer of a 1927 German steam police launch. He also knew
how to deal kindly with people, and was good on a banjo. In his
charming book The Eppleton Hall, Scott Newhall described Scotty as
a “matchmaker between steam engines and human beings, because
of his tremendous enthusiasm and drive to explain all the glorious
beauties of the greasy, oil-covered and rebellious engines that had

+Patricia
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