MEMORANDUM

TO: Sausalito Planning Commission
FROM:  Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board
RE: 33 Wray Avenue  ( APN 064-204-64)

DATE: 10/25/16

Methodology
Pursuant to City Council direction, it is the responsibility of the Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board to

examine any remodel or demolition application in the City if the application involves a structure of fifty
or more years of age. The Board assigns two members to review each project and to consider the
gathered information and produce this report. Our report is not intended to replace or augment any
technical reports pertaining to this project: any comments regarding structural integrity, engineering,
etc., are purely observational.

Architectural Research
At the request of the Planning Department, the Historic Landmarks Board conducted research into the

history of the property at 33 Wray Avenue to determine its historic significance.

Property Description

33 Wray Avenue is located in a residential neighborhood centrally located, near Curry Avenue

West of Highway 101 and East of Dunphy Park. The house is located on the West side of Wray Avenue.
The lot size is approximately 7,366 sq. feet, on an irregular sloping lot 99.96 ft. wide and 79.60 ft deep.
The house is a multi-story, single family residence with no driveway and a lower separate 1 car garage .

The house appears to be a wood frame structure with a peaked Gabel roof with varying overhangs and
no apparent main entrance from the street. A staircase from the front gate at the south side of the
garage extends westward up the hill towards the south end of the house. The front entrance to the
house is at the southeast end of the house adjoining the top of the staircase. There is deck with a
swimming pool at the westside back of the house. The wooden decks at the back of the house are in
poor condition.

There is a stone fence composed of multiple stones of different sizes on Wray Street adjoining the East
Side of the house. There is a large tree in the front yard of the house immediately above and behind the
stone fence. The owners state that the roots of this tree are encroaching on and deforming the
adjoining stone fence. The top of the stone fence leans over the curb on Wray street and requires cars
parked on the Wray Street to be positioned away from the curb. We were informed by the owner that
the tree adjoining the fence had a historic designation for which the owners lacked documentation. We
were also unable to find any documented information about this tree.
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The owners current plan is to tear down and rebuild the house. These plans include removal of the tree
in the front yard and moving the stone fence westward away from Wray street onto their front yard.

The house design is 1930’s Modern House with various pop-outs and different windows- some wood,
some aluminume-all single lite — some newer replacement windows have mullion divisions between the 2
panes of glass.. The siding is stucco in appearance. The fenestration, organization and materials of the
main facade are similar to the nearest adjoining houses. The garage has a chevron diagonal paneled
door with 2 small glass panels. The roof of the garage is a low sloped peak asphalt shingle. The owners
state that the side walls of the garage extend well into the floor space and the resulting garage floor
space is too small to accommodate any of their cars. The interior of the living room has a flat ceiling with
exposed beams and a wood T&G (Tongue & Groove) ceiling and a corner brick fireplace. The wood floor
of the living room slopes downwards towards the picture window on the east wall. The owners state
that the floors various rooms in the house have varying levels due to foundation damage.

Historic photographs, original drawings and permit records of the house are unavailable. However in
1956 a wing with a kitchen was added to the North end of House. Furthermore, in 1967 a permit was
taken out to replace the flat roof with a peaked gable. These two major alterations significantly modify
the house from its original “modern” form to make it look more like a ranch house. The neighboring

houses on Wray Avenue disclose similar visual characteristics of both modern and ranch styles.

Sausalito City Permit Records Reviewed : Yes
Construction Date: 1939

Address Change: No
Address change date
Old Address
New addresses

Alterations: Yes
Alteration 1 __ 1956- Add wing to existing house
Alteration 2___ 1969- Kitchen Remodel
Alteration 3___1967 —Replace existing flat roof over side with gable roof,
Lower Deck Platform

Alteration 4-___ 1985- Replace Deck

Alteration 5___ 1988- Replace Doors & Windows

Alteration 6___ 1996- Re-roof
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Historical Society Archive Property File Available and Reviewed : Yes
Historical Society Property Description:

Marin County Assessor’s and Recorder’s Office Records Reviewed: No
Construction Date: __ 1939

Ownership History: List of owners and ownership dates

2015- Chris & Julie Clayton

2014- Meg Kelly Smith

1985- Jay Smith

1967- Baxter (first name not available)

1968- Dr. & Mrs. Frank Choy

There was no information about any of these owners in the files of the
Sausalito Historical Society. Due missing first name, Baxter could not
be evaluated.

Historical Significance Listings:

-Sausalito List of Notable Structures No
-California Historic Resource Information Systems Database: No

-Previously Identified as a Historic Resource: No

-Architectural Drawings Found: Yes
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Findings

1. Is the structure associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of the history, culture, or heritage of Sausalito, California, or the United States? Such
structures may include but are not limited to civic structures, properties featured in publications, and
sites where significant events occurred.

The board finds under this criterion.

2. Is this structure associated with the life or lives of one or more people important in our past? Such
structures may include but are not limited to homes of prominent persons and places referenced by
prominent persons.

The board finds under this criterion.

3. Does the structure embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of
construction, or represent the work of an important creative individual, or possess high artistic
values? Such structures may include but are not limited to exceptional examples of architecture or
an architect’s work; more ordinary examples of such work are emblematic of a particular style or era;
and any works by prominent creative individuals.

The board finds under this criterion.

4. Has the structure yielded, or may it be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history?
Such structures may include but are not limited to archeological sites.

The board finds under this criterion.

Recommendations:

Reviewers: Nina Le Baron and Ben Maurice Brown MD

Sources: Sausalito Planning DepartmenT Address Files, Sausalito Historical Society Files, Sanborn Fire
Insurance Maps

Nina Le Baron: Keep Historic Tree at front of property and replace retaining wall with current
engineered standards. Indicate where the tree is on the site plans and indicate the front yard setback on

the site plans.

The Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board, at their publicly noticed meeting of (date)
acknowledged this memorandum:

AYES: NOES:
ABSTAIN: ABSENT:
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