MEMORANDUM

TO: Sausalito Planning Commission
FROM: Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board
RE: 209 West Street (APN 064-231-18)
DATE: November 1, 2016

Methodology

Pursuant to City Council direction, it is the responsibility of the Sausalito Historic Landmarks
Board to examine any remodel or demolition application in the City if the application involves a
structure of fifty or more years of age. The Board assigns two members to review each project
and to consider the gathered information and produce this report. Our report is not intended to
replace or augment any technical reports pertaining to this project: any comments regarding
structural integrity, engineering, etc., are purely observational.

Background/Request

At the request of the Planning Department, the Historic Landmarks Board conducted research
into the history of the property at 209 West Street to determine its historic significance.
According to County of Marin records attached in the Staff Memo, the construction year of the
property is 1889. As such, the property is at least 50 years old.

Project Overview

Excerpt Below from Staff Memo dated Oct. 20, 2016

“John Malik and Associates Architecture, on behalf of property owners John and Debra Burton,
has submitted an application for a Design Review Permit to demolish approximately 41% of the
front, upper portion of residence, add 260 square-feet of new floor area, and; construct a 460
square-feet Accessory Dwelling Unit (see Attachment 1-Project Plans). The property is located in
the Medium-High Density Residential Neighborhood and R-2-2.5 Zoning District (see Attachment
2-Site Parcel Map).”

Property Description

According to County of Marin records, the construction year of the property is 1889. A letter
from Old Republic Title in the Community Development Department file states the Sausalito Bay
Land Company filed to record Lot 40, Block 19 on April 24, 1890 (Map Number 3, page 89: Old
Republic Title).

The property at 209 West Street sits between Richardson and Main in Old Town Sausalito. Itis a
two-story Victorian style cottage, with a small unit tucked under the first floor, making the
dwelling three levels. The house mainly presents at the first level, as the top floor is only 115
square feet. The house is currently vacant and in quite a derelict condition. It was designed as a
single-family residence, although the space built under the first floor has been used as a rental.

Marin County Records (attachment 3 in Staff Memo) lists the existing house s.f. at 1970 s.f., with
2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms. According to the architectural drawings proposed by the new
owners, the house is 1,605 square feet (lower unit: 685 s.f.; upper level 1: 805 sf; upper level 2:
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115 sf) and sits on a 3,600 square foot lot. The house sits up the hill towards the back of the
property. A carport, which was constructed in 1954, is at the bottom on the hill on West Street.

The house is wood construction with a flat top hip joint roof in keeping with the Victorian era
cottage design. There is an enclosed porch at the front of the house off the main floor. The top
level has an exposed outdoor deck/porch, and the top of the house has a widow’s walk. There is
a small flat roofed shed space at the back on the house.

The house is shingled with varying styles of windows. The south of the house has a lovely wall
of paned windows, although it is difficult to tell if the windows are original to the property and
exactly what condition they are in. There is a brick chimney at the north side of the property
that is not in good condition.

Although the property is small and relatively simple in detailing for the Victorian period, it has
an innate charm and a pleasing nature in the proportions and overall design reflective of the
period. The house appears uninhabitable and in poor condition.

There were no architectural drawings or photos of this structure in the file at the Community
Development Department or in the historical archives.

(Please see pictures at the end of the memo.)

Sausalito City Permit Records Reviewed: Yes_XX___  No____
Construction Date: 1889

Address Change: Yes  No___ (Unclear)

Alterations: Yes__ No____ (Unclear)

Planning permits

The contents of the City’s archive files for the subject property held at the Community

Development Department include the following items:

1. Building Record Report —issued January 10, 2012
2. Building Permits Issued

i 1264: Carport on front of lot to be replaced 15-ft from house (March, 1954)
ii. A4168: Replace 600-ft of composition roofing and repair carpentry (October,
1993)

iii.  A4525: Replace 230-ft roof (July, 1994)
iv.  A12321: Tear off existing composite shingle, add 40-year “class A” shingles (no
front porch roofing) (September, 2006)
Historical Society Archive Property File Available and Reviewed: Yes __ XX__  No
Historical Society Property Description: No records on file.

Marin County Assessor’s and Recorder’s Office Records Reviewed: Yes No XX__
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Ownership History:

The information | have listed below either comes from the Staff Memo (SM), the property file at
the Community Development Department (CDD), Historical Society files (HS) or from the
Preservation Architects memo (PA).

1. 1889 construction (source: SM citing Marin County records)

2. 1890 Sausalito Bay Land Company filed to record Lot 40, Block 19 on April 24, 1890
(Map Number 3, page 89: source Old Republic Title memo in Dept. of Community
Development property files). (source: CDD)

1893 John H. Cochran (source: PA)

1910 Frank Correirro (source: PA)

1913 Sven and Hilda Anderson (source: PA)

1954 Ray Freer (source: PA)

1993 — 2006 Ronald Craig (source: CDD)

2012 - John and Debra Burton (current owners) (source: CDD)

PNV AW

| researched all of the above-mentioned owners in the Historical Society files and found
information on three: John Henry Corchran, Frank Correirro and Sven Anderson.

John Henry Corchran was listed in the 1902 voter registration guide for Marin, under the voting
district of Sausalito. His age was listed at 38, and his profession was recorded as a plumber in
this document. A photocopy of a Sausalito newspaper article in the Historical Society archives
discusses a Sausalito waterfront fire that destroyed several businesses and residences, including
a waterfront plumbing shop owned by John Cochrane (note different spelling.) The photocopy
of the newspaper article does not have the full buy-line or date, but has a handwritten date of
1893.

Frank Correirro was recorded in the 1904 Marin County phone book as a blacksmith. No
address was included in the book. The phone book was located in the Historical Society files.

Sven Anderson submitted a two-page letter to the Historical Society discussing his memories of
working and living in Sausalito, working in boat building and working on local ships. There was
no date on the letter, just a handwritten address where he was presumably living at the time he
submitted the letter. (A photo of the letter is attached at the back of this memo.)

Historical Significance Listings:

-Sausalito List of Notable Structures: Yes _ No__ X
-California Historic Resource Information Systems Database: Yes _ No_ X
-Previously identified as a Historic Resource: Yes No__ X

-Architectural Drawings Found: Yes No__ X_

Respectfully submitted by Shasha Richardson.
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Findings

1. Is the structure associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of the history, culture, or heritage of Sausalito, California, or the United States?
Such structures may include but are not limited to civic structures, properties featured in
publications, and sites where significant events occurred.

The board finds under this criterion.

2. Is this structure associated with the life or lives of one or more people important in our past?
Such structures may include but are not limited to homes of prominent persons and places
referenced by prominent persons.

The board finds under this criterion.

3. Does the structure embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method
of construction, or represent the work of an important creative individual, or possess high
artistic values? Such structures may include but are not limited to exceptional examples of
architecture or an architect’s work; more ordinary examples of such work are emblematic of
a particular style or era; and any works by prominent creative individuals.

The board finds under this criterion.

4. Has the structure yielded, or may it be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or
history? Such structures may include but are not limited to archeological sites.

The board finds under this criterion.

Recommandations :

(HLB members)

Sources: Sausalito Planning Department address files, Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

The Sausalito Historic Landmarks Board, at their publicly noticed meeting of (date)
acknowledged this memorandum:

AYES: NOES:
ABSTAIN: ABSENT:
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1902 Marin County Voting Register (John H. Cochran)
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1904 Marin County Phone Directory: Frank Corriera — Blacksmith
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Sausalito Fire — Newspaper article mentioning fire at John H. Cochrane’s plumbing shop on the
waterfront
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